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DISASTER PREPAREDNESS MEASURES FOR SCHOOI.S

Ed ucati o n P rog ra m 5u pe rv i sors/D ivision Coord i n ato rs
Schools Di stri ct Su perv i sorsltCoord i nati ng P ri nci pa ls
Elementary and Secondary Schools Heads
All Athers Concerned

Per DepED Order No. 83, s. 2001 and Regional Memo No. 75L, s.2OOL, the disaster reduction
must aim in addressing underlying drivers of disaster risk such as the following: (i) poorly built school
structures; (i i) l i tt le knowledge of teachers about risks and skil ls in risks reduction; (i i i) low capacity of
teachers and administrators in disaster preparedness and response; and (iv) lack of warning mechanisms
and absence of risk assessments.

2. Specifically in the schools, where damages of disasters are most evident and where effects to
children's education are strongly felt, actions had to be taken to mitigate the effects of disasters.

3. The school personnel should be able to anticipate risks of natural and man-made hazards and
to ensure the safety of schools before, during and after an emergency to enable learners' continued
access to education.

4. In view of this, schools are directed to implement the following mitigation measures for
natural disasters such as typhoons, f looding, landslides, tornadoes among others:

a. ensure that the school building can withstand heavy rain and strong winds. Single level
schools built at ground level may be anchored by guy wires to strengthen the stabil ity of the
structure;

b. store textbooks, teaching materials, school records and school equipment (fax machine,
laptop, photocopier, TV, VCR and science equipmerrt, etc.) at a safe place, preferably on an
elevated room to ensure protection from rain or f lood;

c. learn about typhoon and other weather disturbances, their signs and warnings, effects and
dangers and how to protect the schoolchildren, records and school properties;

educate school children on preparedness for tropical cyclones;
regularly conduct school disaster response dril ls or simulations; and
observe strictly the DepED policies on the suspension of classes or invoke school-based
decisions in coordination with the local government units {LGUs).

5. Moreover, schools are encouraged to involve the students, their families and their
communities in preparing for disasters, for this is an effective method of raising their awareness about
risk reduction.

6. This Office wil l monitor anld provide technical support to the schools in implementing their
disaster mitigating activit ies.

7.  lmmediate d isseminat ion of  and compl iance wi th th is  Memorandum is  d i rected.
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